
Summer Reading Recommendations for Rising 7th Graders 

 

Dear Parents,  

Reading over the summer will give our BTCS students HUGE benefits in reading 
proficiency as well as gaining content knowledge in all other subjects. We 
encourage you to take advantage of any and all opportunities to give your child 
access to books over the summer break and to prevent learning loss. 
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Below is a list of books for independent reading that support 7th grade language arts content. 
These books would be excellent choices for summer reading. Most of them are available at 
public libraries. You may also decide to purchase the book for your student to keep.  

Unit 1- Generations 
Stand Tall by Joan Bauer  
Tree is twelve years old and too tall - six feet, three and a half inches and growing. He's never really been able to fit 
in at school or on the basketball team, and since his parents' divorce he isn't even comfortable in his own home. 
Tree copes by helping people like his grandpa, a Vietnam vet who's just had part of a leg amputated, and Sophie, a 
new girl at school who is being teased by the popular kids. In helping his grandpa learn to walk again, and in 
listening to Sophie's advice that he be himself, Tree begins to heal, to stand tall. But when a flood threatens his 
town and his home, Tree's newfound confidence is put to the test.  
 
 Fair Weather by Richard Peck  
Thirteen-year-old Rosie Beckett has never strayed further from her family’s farm than a horse can pull a cart. Then 
a letter from her Aunt Euterpe arrives, and everything changes. It’s 1893, the year of the World’s Columbian 
Exposition-the wonder of the age – a.k.a the Chicago World’s Fair. Aunt Euterpe is inviting the Becketts to come for 
a visit and go to the fair! Award – winning author Richard Peck’s fresh, realistic, and fun-filled writing truly brings 
the World’s Fair – and Rosie and her family – to life.   
 
 Ribbons by Laurence yep  
If you asked her, Robin would say that ballet means everything to her. But no one's asking Robin. Not her parents, 
who can no longer afford ballet lessons because all of their money is going toward bringing Robin's Chinese 
grandmother to America. Not her grandmother, a demanding woman who can barely walk. And now, Robin is even 
losing touch with her ballet friends, who are moving on without her. It's hard for Robin to hide her resentment of 
this foreign grandmother who's changed her whole life. Then Robin uncovers a secret that leads to a new 
understanding of the many ways in which she and her tough old grandmother are alike.  
 

Unit 2- A Starry Home 
Crater by Homer Hickam 
One sixteen-year-old must battle his way across a thousand miles of deadly lunar terrain and face genetically 
altered super warriors in his quest to recover an astonishing object that will alter the lives of everyone on the 
moon . . . and beyond. It’s the 22nd Century. A tough, pioneering people mine the moon produce energy for a 
desperate, war-torn Earth. Sixteen-year-old Crater Trueblood loves his job as a Helium-3 miner. But when he saves 
a fellow miner, his life changes forever. Impressed by his heroism, the owner of the mine orders Crater to 
undertake a dangerous mission. Crater doesn’t think he can do it, but he has no choice. He must go. With the help 
of Maria, the mine owner’s frustrating but gorgeous granddaughter, and his gillie—a sometimes insubordinate 
clump of slime mold cells—Crater must fight both human and subhuman enemies to complete his mission.  
 
Unit 3- Tuning Points 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  
Newbery Award-winner Gary Paulsen's best-known book comes to audio in this breathless, heart-gipping drama 
about a boy pitted against the wilderness with only a hatchet and a will to live. On his way to visit his recently 
divorced father in the Canadian mountains, thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is the only survivor when the single-
engine plane crashes. His body battered, his clothes in shreds, Brian must now stay alive in the boundless Canadian 
wilderness. More than a survival story, Hatchet is a tale of tough decisions. When all is stripped down to the barest 
essentials, Brian discovers some stark and simple truths. Self-pity doesn't work. Despair doesn't work. And if Brian 
is to survive physically as well as mentally, he must discover courage.  
 



My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George  
Every kid thinks about running away at one point or another; few get farther than the end of the block. Young Sam 
Gribley gets to the end of the block and keeps going--all the way to the Catskill Mountains of upstate New York. 
There he sets up house in a huge hollowed-out tree, with a falcon and a weasel for companions and his wits as his 
tool for survival. In a spellbinding, touching, funny account, Sam learns to live off the land, and grows up a little in 
the process. Blizzards, hunters, loneliness, and fear all battle to drive Sam back to city life. But his desire for 
freedom, independence, and adventure is stronger. No reader will be immune to the compulsion to go right out 
and start whittling fishhooks and befriending raccoons.  
 
Unit 4- Facing Adversity 
No Promises in the Wind by Irene Hunt  
From the Newbery Award-winning author of Across Five Aprils and Up a Road Slowly comes a tale of a brave young 
man’s struggle to find his own strength during the Great Depression. In 1932, Americans’ dreams were simple: a 
job, food to eat, a place to sleep, and shoes without holes. But for millions of people these simple needs were 
nothing more than dreams. When he was just 15 years old, Josh had to make his own way through a country of 
angry and frightened people. This is the story of his struggle to find a life for himself during those turbulent times.  

  
The Clay Marble by Minfong Ho  
Fleeing war-torn Cambodia in 1980, Dara, her mother, and her older brother find sanctuary in a refugee settlement 
on the Thailand border, but when fighting erupts, Dara finds herself separated from everyone and everything she 
loves.  
 

 

 


